
1946
Creation of the UEF

Alexandre Marc (1904-2000)

First Secretary General of the 
European Union of Federalists

Initiative of representatives of the Resistance 
movements (Hendrik Brugmans, Alexandre

Marc, Altiero Spinelli, Henri Frenay etc.)

���� European federalism = way to secure 
peace and stability



Objectives

contribute to the establishment of a united, federal Europe
founded on the respect of basic rights, peace principles of 

liberty and solidarity, and citizen’s participation.

1948
European Movement

Set up at The Hague Congress 
(Netherlands)

Congress chaired by Winston Churchill

800 delegates



1948
Creation of JEF

Like the UEF, JEF is created on the initiative of representative
of the Resistance movements. 

In 1972 a network is formally established with Belgium, 
Germany, France and Italy as founding members. The 
Secretariat coordinating this network is in Brussels.

JEF has now sections, groups and contact groups active in 40 
European countries; it represents 25.000 members.



1950
European Coal and Steel Community

Ministers for Foreign Affairs 
from left to right:

P. Van Zeeland (Belgium), J. 
Bech (Luxembourg), C. Sforza 
(Italy), R. Schuman (France), 
K. Adenauer (Germany) and 
D. Uipko Stikker (Netherlands)
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9 may 1950: Schuman Declaration
‘World peace cannot be safeguarded without the making 
of creative efforts proportionate to the dangers which 
threaten it’.

18 April 1951 Signature of the Treaty of 
Paris, establishing the ECSC 



1957
Treaties of Rome

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Signature by all 
Member States

Belgium

France

Germany

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Italy

Those treaties create besides the 
ECSC:

- The European 
Economic 
Community (EEC)

- The European 
Atomic Energy 
Community 
(EURATOM)



1973
Enlargement

Source: European Commission, The European 
Union: still enlarging, Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities, 
2001

Denmark

Ireland

United Kingdom

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Denmark, Ireland and 
the United Kingdom 
join the Community; 
the EEC then has 9 
Members 



1979: First direct Elections to 

the European Parliament

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

First election by universal suffrage of the 
410 Members of the European Par liament 
who appointsSimone Veil as President.  

Country Participation rate
Germany 65.7%
Belgium 91.6%
Denmark 47.1%
France 60.7%
Ireland 63.6%
Italy 85.5%
Luxembourg 88.9%
Netherlands 57.8%
United Kingdom 31.6%

Participation rates

Source: www.europparl.eu.int



1981

Enlargement

Source: European Commission, The 
European Union: still enlarging, Office for 
Official Publications of the European 
Communities, 2001

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Greece joins the Community as the 
tenth Member State



1984

Altiero Spinelli’s project

As President of the Institutional 
Commission of the European Parliament,
Altiero Spinelli takes the opportunity to start 
a constitutional campaign, promoting 
the elaboration of a draft treaty 
establishing a European Union.

This initiative is approved by a huge 
majority in the European Parliament but is 
blocked by the national governments. 



1985

Adoption of Europe Day

Source: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/dg10/publications/affiches/index_en.html

At the Milan Summit in 1985 
the Heads of State and 
Government decided to 
celebrate 9 May as Europe 
Day, commemorating the 
declaration made by Robert
Schuman in 1950.



January 1986
Enlargement

Source: European Commission, The European 
Union: still enlarging, Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities, 
2001

Portugal

Spain
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Portugal and Spain 
join the Community, 
bringing the number 
of EEC Member

States to 12.



February 1986
European Single Act

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Signature of the treaty 
establishing the Single 
Market

"The Single Act means, in a few words, the commitment of implementing 
simultaneously the great market without frontiers, more economic and social 
cohesion, an European research and technology policy, the strengthening of 
the European Monetary System, the beginning of an European social area 
and significant actions in environment“

Jacques Delors



May 1986
Adoption of the European Flag and the 

European Anthem

Source:http://europa.eu.int/abc/symbols/embl
em/index_en.htm

The European Flag was hoisted for the first time on 26 May 
1986 by J. Delors, former President of the European 
Commission, and P. Pflimlin, former President of the European 
Parliament, at the central office of the European Commission. 
This flag is the same one that had been adopted 30 years earlier
by the Council of Europe.

The European anthem is based on the 9th

Symphony by L. Van Beethoven. It was 
chosen by the Council of Europe in 1972 and 
has been used by the European Union since 
1986.



1992
Maastricht Treaty

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

EU
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The Maastricht
Treaty established 
the European Union

The European Union is based on three pillars:

- The European Community, including Economic
and monetary Union (EC)

- The Common and Foreign Security Policy (CFSP)

- Justice and Home Affairs (JHA)



1995
Enlargement

Source: European Commission, The European 
Union: still enlarging, Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities, 
2001

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Austria

Finland

Sweden

Austria, Finland and 
Sweden join the EU, 
bringing the number 
of Member States to 
15.



October 1997

Amsterdam Treaty

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Its main objective is to 
modify certain regulations 
of the Treaty of the 
European Union, the 
constituent treaties of the 
European Communities 
(Paris and Rome) 

•It does not solve one of the greatest pending problems of the Union: 
the adaptation of the institutions to a increasingly wider Community. 

•From the more pro-European point of view, the Treaty is not a 
courageous enough step towards political Union. 



December 1997: beginning of the enlargement

processs to Eastern and Central Europe

Source:http://europa.eu.int/comm/mediathequ
e/multimedia/select/maps_en.html
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The Copenhagen European Council (Dec. 2002),
a step further on the road of enlargement.

The Helsinki European 
Council (Dec.99)  decides to 
open membership negotiations
with Bulgaria, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Romania 
and Slovakia

Turkey is recognised as a 
candidate country

The Luxembourg European 
Council (Dec. 97) initiates a 
new enlargement with the 
opening of negociations with 
Cyprus, the Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, 
Poland and Slovenia.  



May 2000

Joschka Fischer’s Speech

"From Confederacy to Federation - Thoughts on the finality of 
European integration"  , Speech by Joschka Fischer at the Humboldt 
University in Berlin, 12 May 2000

« Fifty years on, Europe, the 
process of European integration, is 
probably the biggest political 
challenge facing the states and 
peoples involved, because its 
success or failure, indeed even 
just the stagnation of this process 
of integration, will be of crucial 
importance to the future of each 
and every one of us, but 
especially to the future of the 
young generation ».



December 2000
Nice European Council

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Negotiations about the Nice Treaty
(signed in February 2001) in 
preparation for enlargement 

Proclamation of the 
European Charter of 
Fundamental Rights



2001
Laeken European Council

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

It adopts a declaration on the 
future of the Union paving the 
way for major reform 

Also plans a Convention to 
prepare the ground for the 
forthcoming Intergovernmental 
Conference

Symbols of: 
The European 
Parliament 
(blue)

The Council 
(red)

The 
Commission 
(yellow)

Question concerning the 
future of the institutions



January 2002

Enter into circulation of the EURO

Source: 
http://www.europa.eu.int/
comm/dg10/publications/
affiches/index_en.html

Photo Credit: Audiovisual Librairy European CommissionPhoto Credit: Audiovisual Library European Commission

Map of the Euro zone in 2001

Banknotes and coins



28 February 2002
Opening session of the Convention

Source: http://european-convention.eu.int/Static.asp?lang=EN&Content=PhotoIndex

Mr. Amato (Vice-President), 
President Giscard d’Estaing, 
Mr. Dehaene (Vice-President)

From 9 to 12 July 2002, 
a Convention with and 
for the young people 
of Europe takes place


