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Summary of the seminar  dedicated to the “ Spring day”  
 
 
Place: Goethe Institute Belgrade 
Date: March 21, 2003 
Par ticipants: over 60 scholars from Belgrade age 15-19 
Organizers: Yugoslav Youth Alliance 
Project coordinator : Ivan Delibasic 
Lecturers and speakers: His Excellency Mr. Geoffrey Barrett (the ambassador of the delegation of 
the European Commission to Serbia and Montenegro), Mrs. Ana Trbovic (Ministry of international 
economic relations), Mrs. Christina Caragiorga (Greek embassy), Ivan Delibasic (YYA) 
 
Due to the unfortunate development of the situation regarding the Iraq crisis and involvement of the 
British government BC was closed and therefore the event was simply transferred into facilities of 
the Goethe Institute Belgrade. Due to many unplanned changes that occurred the final schedule was 
also a bit different than planed. The seminar started at 16:00 hours, as planed with speech of the 
host and short introduction to the event (Ivan Delibasic on behalf of the hosts), further on the word 
was passed to his Excellency Mr. Geoffrey Barrett who had an interesting lecture about the EU, 
European Commission, its work in our country, integration on SEE; afterwards serials of questions 
were posed. On behalf of the Greek government, the president of the EU, Mrs. Caragiorga extended 
the topic of the involvement of the EU in the SEE and especially regarding the issues of SAP and 
SAA. Closely connected to that was the presentation and lecture by Ana Trbovic from our MIER, 
since her department deals with European integration; after that, and before the warp up we 
proffered another opportunity to all students to ask questions. Numerous and various questions were 
directed to all the members of panel from those related to our position compared to other 
neighboring countries to those related to new Euro-corps and its relation towards NATO, even to 
the question of new European Parliament after joining 10 new members. In an interactive, serious, 
yet relaxed atmosphere students and distinguished officials spent 2,5 hours discussing different 
issues, and even stepping into the sphere of predictions and calculations. All the participants 
received printed material containing: book about the way that EC works-Serving the people of 
Europe, book about the EU-European Union in 10 lections, several different flyers about the 
Enlargement of the European Union, about the candidate counties in various facts and figures, 
booklet about Enlarging the European Union, flyers about the engagement of the EU on Kosovo 
and Metohija-Devotement to Kosovo, as well as a flyer about the institutions of the EU in Serbia 
and Montenegro- Who is who, and printed material about general facts about the EU and the SAP. 
Finally every participant got ones own badge with the flag of the European Union and a pen with 
the same symbol.  
All the sides were more that satisfied with the obtained results and in order to procure even better 
ones further cooperation and collaboration in some new project is already agreed. 
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Summary of the “ Spring day”  in Belgrade 
 
 
Place: five Belgrade high schools (1st, 3rd, 5th, 6th, 14th Belgrade high schools) 
Date: 21st March 2003 
 
 Since you have already been introduced to our idea of the project realization, its goals and 
objectives and found it interesting we presumed that you might be interested in the outcome of it. 
Though the idea and framework was the same for each high school there were slight differences in 
realization of it in some of them and therefore we’ ll shortly present actions in each of them 
separately. 
 
1st Belgrade high school: after the agreements with the principal about all the technical details and 
contacting professors of English language on his suggestion we ran some interviews in order to 
choose truly best representatives for the seminar and as the result we had 8 pupils with outstanding 
knowledge of English language and further on very interested in all EU-related issue. As planed we 
conducted all the actions including distributing the inquiries, posting question boxes and 
presentations of the Spring day in all classes; presentation included mentioning of all international 
supporters of the event, stressing the EC, Schoolnet and JEF; all the students received an inquiry 
about the EU and our integration into it and a flyer about the Spring day;  
 
3rd Belgrade high school: basically the realization in the 3rd Belgrade high school wasn’ t much 
different from the abovementioned, but…since we had tremendous collaboration with both 
principal, staff and pupils of this school we felt that it is possible to expand this project there. 
Therefore we organized aside from all the other activities a one-day conference with single topic – 
EU 2025…as a former member of the EYP Ivan Delibasic was the chair person of that huge 
committee and as result of their 7 hour long discussion they came with a thorough resolution. 
Considering enormous interest and previous experience 3rd Belgrade high school gave 15 
representatives; also the presentation and all the presented date were adopted in the best manner 
there; 
 
5th Belgrade high school: in this school the interviews were conducted earlier than in any other 
school, because of the huge interest among the students, especially from higher grades. The 
selection was tough and therefore 14 members of this school found themselves on the seminar. 
Further on the question box from this school came full of comments, questions, suggestions… 
 
6th Belgrade high school: the presentation in this school was also a big success. It turned out that 
the most active and interested participants (14 of them) on the seminar came from this school; that 
is not as surprising as might seem, since they had remarkable results on the EU quiz organized in 
our country by the European Commission.  
 
14th Belgrade high school: the situation in this school was nearly copy-pasted as the one we had in 
the 1st Belgrade high school; the only difference was in the number of participants: 10. interesting 
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remark might have been the fact that a lot of pupils were interested in work of schoolnet, JEF and 
other youth related international organizations… 
 
Final outcome: this project turned out to be bigger success than anyone could’ve predict. Huge 
number of scholars got highly interested in issue such as EU, functioning of its institutions, 
integration of our country into it, which is basically the first step towards its accomplishment. 
Though our future is hard to be foreseen, projects like this one can build a strong foundation for all 
pro-European action. Our country is still far away from the most of European trends; nevertheless 
among the youth population a strong European orientation is present and the more they are familiar 
with it the stronger pressure they can conduct on all the other conservative sides in our country.  
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Belgrade, March 2003 
 

Motion for a Resolution by the students of the Third Belgrade High School 
 

The EU in 2025: what is it going to be like? 
 

Submitted by: students of the Third Belgrade high school 
 
 

The students of the Third Belgrade high school, on behalf of Serbian youths, Ivan Delibaši�  (Chair) 
 
 
A. Defining EU in 2025 as a global organization covering most of Europe and some Europe 

oriented countries, being one of the leading and most prosperous parts of the world; deeply 
convinced that it will exist in the year 2025 for the following reasons: 

I) member states would not play as significant political and economic role 
if on their own, 

II) the unity of the member states guarantees peace among each other by 
putting common interests above the national, 

III) the EU is one of the key players in ensuring the balance of the power in 
the world, 

IV) the military power of the EU acts as a deterrent against possible 
aggression against member states carried from outside; 

 
B. Recognizing that the European Identity: 

I) derives from the common historical and geopolitical background of 
European countries, 

II) is not contradictory to keeping one’s own identity, 
III) is not yet fully developed due to the shortage of existing time; 

C. Fully aware of the benefits provided by further integration, co-operation and coordination as 
well as possible negative side effects; 

 
D. Confident that the mutual currency – Euro secures both political and economical security and 

stability in Europe; 
 
E. Alarmed by the constant terrorist threat within the EU and rise of the right-winged nationalism; 
 
F. Stressing the need for a unified legal system within the EU; 
 
G. Fully supporting the independence and sovereignty of present and future EU member states; 
 
H. Further regretting that the citizens of the EU are not sufficiently informed about of the work of 

the European institutions and therefore they do not always see a connection between the Union©s 
goals and its everyday actions; 

 
I. Deeply concerned by the appearance of cheap working force and unemployment; 
 
J. Nothing with regret that economic situation in year 2025 cannot be predicted due to: 
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I) the speed of technology sector development 
II) the ongoing process of globalisation 
III) lack of sustainable development 
IV) impact of the enlargement that is hard to be foreseen 

 
K. Realising the great importance that science & technology have in the development of the 

European society and ecological stability of the continent; 
 
L. Fully believing that the Russian Federation will not join the EU until 2025 due to: 
 

I) the huge internal problems they are facing in agricultural, reforms, 
organized crime and corruption, 

II) the Russian interest in maintaining its political interests and sovereignty 
wich stands in contradiction to the EU’s Common Foreign and Security 
Policies (CFSP) 

 
M. Recognising the importance of internationally accepted diplomas; 
 
N. Approving the increase of the number of official languages; 
 
O. Disturbed by the present lack of synchronisation of socio-economic policies affecting the EU 

among its governments; 
 
P. Realising that the present plurality of military structures within the EU is not (cost-) effective; 
 
Q. Deeply regretting that the EU has not reached its goal of speaking with a single voice as laid out 

in the CFSP 
 

 

1. Strongly supports further enlargement of the EU; 
 
2. Recommends a “positive definition”  of the European Identity rather than a definition based on a 

negation of other cultures; 
 
3. Urges those EU countries, which have not joined the EMU and adopted the single currency 

Euro to do so in the near future; further on encouraging other non-EU countries to prepare their 
monetary systems to introduction of Euro. 

 
4. Strongly recommends that the EU endeavour to control the globalisation process in manner of 

sustainable development; 
 
5. Further suggests control of technological innovations in order to prevent it from negatively 

effect unemployment; 
 
6. Proposes an agreement between EU countries that would provide higher level of interaction and 

coordination between armies and police, 
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7. Recommends the compulsory set of laws for each and every EU member country as well as 

implementation of Acquis Communautaire by all non-EU countries; nevertheless strongly 
supports the right of every country to independently regulate all the laws which are not defined 
by the specified set of laws; 

 
8. Suggests stricter laws on minimum wages and immigration, especially from outside of the 

continent; 
 
9. Fully supports the further expansion of the unified European market and the single currency 

levelling the living standards in all European countries; 
 
10. Suggests the establishment of single social system that would ensure proper living conditions 

for all people, minding their education, working period and age; 
 
11. Encourages the current efforts of the EU in setting common standards, rules for preventing 

pollution and ecological catastrophes, creating a healthy, natural environment; 
 
12. Strongly suggests that educational system should be customised in entire Europe and 

implemented as a single in all its countries; 
 
13. Emphasizes the need of awaking the sense of unity and rising the respect for other cultures, 

languages, customs, religions; 
 
14. Supports the equality of all languages used in the EU; 
 
15. Necessities wide economical cooperation between EU and Russian federation to an extend 

where no side’s sovereignty is threatened; 
 
16. Further urges the transformation of the EU-commissioners into the fully operational EU 

ministers with the authority over policy affecting the EU as a whole while preserving ministries 
at the regional level; 

 
17. Demands the creation of centrally coordinated professional army within the EU; 
 
18. Fully supports creation of the “ friendly countries surrounding”  that will include all European–

oriented countries that geo-politically do not appertain our continent; 
 
 
 


