Which Future for which Europe?

Talk at Durham University 24 of February, 7.15 pm

Jan Seifert (President of JEF-Germany)
Alex Dunn (Conservative Future)

There has not been much debate in Durham about Europe and the
ongoing constitutional process. Therefore the organisers felt that it
would be important to initiate a debate for the (student) public about
these European issues. The Politics Society, the Social Forum
organised together with Maria Weimer a debate about the future of
Europe on the 24™ of February at Durham University in Elvet
Riverside.

It was agreed to invite Jan Seifert, President of JEF-Germany to
speak in favor of a federalistic Europe. As a second speaker Alex
Dunn from Conservative Future was invited to give his view about
Europe, thus to have the possibility of a debate about the future of
Europe between the two speakers.

In front of a dozen of students, the president of the politics society,
Alex Still opened the debate by welcoming everybody and
presenting the topic. Jan Seifert was first on the floor explaining
what the Federalist Movement meant by Federalism, and the history
of this concept. In a very interesting manner, he made a panorama
from the Philadelphia Convention to the European Convention. Seifert then went on explaining
why the federal concept was the most appropriate one for today’s
European Union. His message was hopeful and enthusiastic. Then
Alex Dunn, from Conservative Future, explained why in his view
federalism would be wrong for Europe, and especially for Britain. He
criticised the trend to build a ‘super state’ in Brussels and expressed
concern that governance would then more supra-national, in stead of
being more local. Dunn also claimed that the UK was very different
from other EU states and therefore should not be part of the EU in
case of further European integration.

The debate was then opened to the audience. A
El lR@PE' number of interesting questions were asked. Overall,

m  the audience was rather pro-
pP» A Generation Ahead European and interested in '
the federalist concept. Many
www.constitutional-convention.net questions were asked about
the Euro. The international students attending the talk were clearly
positive towards the UK joining the Euro. Many British students were
interested in the consegences of joining the Euro and the impact of the
Euro on the everyday life of a student. One point was made about the European identity and that,
to make such a common identity possible, the debate has to be brought out to the civil society of
the Union. The debate went on for about an hour, before we refreshments were available in an
informal atmosphere. To sum up it can be said that this debate was largely successful in the
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