
What ?

Three days of discussion about the Future 
of Europe. The Youth Convention 
addresses the same issues as the 
European Convention. The Youth 
Convention has been asked to convey to 
the adult Convention young people’s vision 
of the Europe they would like to live in 25 
to 50 years from now.

The Yout h Convent ion

“In listening, we must pay special attention to young people, for whom I would like us 
to be able to organise a Convention for Young People of Europe, which would meet 

using our own model as its basis (…)“

V. Giscard d’Estaing, inaugural speech of the European Convention, 28/02/2002

Who?

210 young people from 28 
countries, aged between 
18 and 25 years old.

When?

From 9-12 July 2002 at the 
European Parliament in Brussels.

Source of the pictures:http://european-
convention.eu.int/ConventionJeunesPhotos.asp?lang=EN



Result s…

summar y of t he Final t ext adopt ed by t he Eur opean Yout h Convent ion

Role of the Young People:

The Youth Convention recognises the role of the young p eople in the future of Europe as 
essential. The main challenge is to bring them closer to the European institutions, facilitating 
cross-cultural and cross border communication.

European Values:

"We want a Europe of tolerance, openness and inclusiveness. We want a Europe based 
on common values, such as peace, freedom, dialogu e, equality, solidarity and respect 
for human rights and based on the principle of equality among member sates" .

Þ « We, the Young of Europe, enjoin the European Convention to strive for more 
democracy, more transparency and more efficiency, in order to reconnect with its 
citizens. In order to achieve this goal, there have to be fundamental reforms to the nature of 
the EU. This should lead to a federal Constitution including the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights, a clearer division of competencies and a renewed insitutional structure of Europe, in
which the youth of Europe has a stronger say ».


